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PNEUMONIA AND SERUM THERAPY. By Frederick T. Lord and
Roderick Heffron. The Commonwealth Fund, New York. Pp. viii
+ 148. $1.
This is a revised edition of the text of essentially the same title which was
published in 1936, and, like it, is basically a handbook presenting the case
for serum therapy in pneumonia. It should be noted, however, that the
term "revision" does not always mean "reprinted," even though some of
the phases of the problem as presented in the earlier edition are herein merely
extended by the inclusion of additional data. But two years may well represent
a generation in the field of science, and new disclosures and newer interpreta-
tions are not determined by time elapsed. So it is with serum treatment of
pneumococcus infection, and if new viewpoints are to find practical application,
re-evaluation and restatement are necessary. This is what this "handbook"
does, with fact piled on faet rather than with opinion added to opinion. The
result is a statement, as of today, of the whole problem and, as such, cannot
fail to guide and serve those whose work bears upon this phase of medicine.
GEO. H. SMITH.
OUTLINE OF ROENTGEN DIAGNOSIS. By Leo G. Rigler. J. B.
Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, 1938. Pp. vii + 212. Atlas Edi-
tion, $6; Student Edition, $3.
The author has presented in outline form a text of roentgenographic find-
ings encountered in general roentgenological diagnosis. The first section of
the book discusses general principles of roentgen diagnosis. The author con-
siders x-ray diagnosis only a specialized part of physical diagnosis. "But its
value is distinctly limited and is always to be considered as only a part of the
examination of every patient."
The subsequent ten sections of the book are devoted to the major types
of x-ray examination, each section being introduced by a consideration of the
normal anatomy and its variations. Sections dealing with the thorax, bones
and joints, and the digestive tract receive an amount of space proportional to
their relative importance in a general diagnostic clinic. Characteristic roent-
gen findings are tabulated for each major disease entity and points of differ-
ential diagnosis are summarized. The author's conservative opinion of the
dinical importance of each examination is noted.
The volume is well indexed. The atlas edition provides well-selected
diagrams and roentgenograms reproduced as original negatives to supple-